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RFMARKS 

Upon entry of the instant amendment, claims 1-24 are pending. 
Applicants gratefully acknowledge that claims 14-22 were allowed. Claims 8, 12, and 
13 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but allowable if 
amended into independent form and to include all the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claim. Claims 8 and 12 have been so amended; claim 13 depends on 
amended claim 12. Thus, these claims should be allowable. Claims 1-4, 6, 7, 9, and 
23-24 were amended to more particularly point out Applicants' invention. 

Claims 1-7, 9-1 1 > 23-24 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kanter, PCT Publication No. WO 98/59470 ("Kanter"). In order for 
there to be anticipation, each and every element of the claimed invention must be 
present in a single, prior reference. Applicants respectfully submit that the claimed 
invention is not taught, suggested, or implied by Kanter. 

As discussed in response to the previous Official Action, an aspect of 
embodiments of the present invention is to provide H.323 or other telecommunication 
endpoints with a control layer which provides a communication domain identification 
(CDI) assigned to a user during call setup or other situations in which it is desirable to 
have domain-restricted functionality. In the call setup embodiment, the CDI may be 
used during the address resolution phase of the H.323 direct signaling mode. In 
particular, the CDI is used to determine whether the call is to a user at another 
extension of the same company. In the direct signaling mode, the communication 
domain identification control layer accesses a local database to make this 
determination. Similarly, the CDI may be provided during call setup in gatekeeper 
routed signaling. In this case, a communication domain identification control layer 
provides the CDI to the gatekeeper. The gatekeeper then performs the address 
resolution using the CDI to determine whether the call is to a user of another extension 
of the same company. Embodiments of the present invention thus allow for more than 
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one virtual domain to be associated with a single gatekeeper. Thus, the claims have 
been amended to recite, for example, in claim 1, "use of multiple virtual domains 
associated with a single gatekeeper." As acknowledged in the Official Action, "Kanter 
does not teach multiple domains associated with a single gatekeeper." As such, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the rejection. 

For all of the above reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that the 
application is in condition for allowance, which allowance is earnestly solicited. 
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